Don’t Enter this Nightmare
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Science fiction has become science fact as researchers can now make numerous duplicate copies of human embryos. Many practitioners in the booming infertility business are eager to offer clients copies of their own "perfect" babies and to sell "superior" embryos to those who cannot produce their own.

Scientists even suggest that frozen-embryo copies could be stored and later gestated and used for organ transplantation. Others see unlimited identical embryos for research. Still others suggest cloning embryos derived from "prize" individuals - geniuses, successful athletes or top-notch soldiers.

The Orwellian nightmare of human cloning is already here. We have no regulations which prevent the cloning, sale and even patenting of human embryos. Unprecedented legal and ethical issues are unresolved: What is the impact on a child of knowing he or she is a clone? What happens to our valued sense of individuality when many thousands of identical humans are cloned each year? Animal clones have produced freaks; what do we do with failed human clones - discard them? Will cloning undermine the genetic diversity essential to our ability to withstand disease?

Remember, when we speak of cloning perfect children, we mean children who correspond to our physical stereotypes - the right height, weight, gender, race. Cloning could mean engineering current prejudices into the very bodies of the next generations of children. This would lead to even less tolerance for those who do not fit our stereotypes.

Too often in the past, we have assumed, "if it could be done, it should be done." Now we must have the courage to say no. The government must stop all funding of institutions involved in cloning humans, and Congress should forbid the sale and cloning of human embryos.

